
The Healesville Rotary Club’s Weekly

B U L L E T I N
District 9810 Week 8 August 16th, 2018

The Rotary Club of Healesville Inc. 
meets Thursday nights 6pm at Sanctuary House Resort Motel, 

326 Badger Creek Road, Healesville 
Apologies to: Vinay Kumar 0413 970 179

Rotary Healesville, part of the Yarra Ranges-Cardinia cluster of Rotary Clubs in Dist. 9810. 
District Governor 2018-19, Russell Gurney & Assistant Governor, Barrie Vickers

The Good Life 
Farm - Using 
animal  Care & 
Contact Therapy
Last week, Lesley Porter, 
operator and manager of The 
Good Life Farm at Chum Creek, 
spoke to Rotary illustrating 
their achievements with young 
people coming through vari-
ous phases of trauma recovery. 
The farm has also been instru-
mental in providing quiet and 
hands-on facility for farming 
families recovering from loss 
or hardship.
In response, Rotarian Tony 
Jones, called the Vote of 
Thanks and presented Lesley 
with our traditional inscribed 
hi-ball glasses.
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Website: rotaryhealesville.org
Attendance Officer, Vinay Kumar: krvinay_2000@yahoo.com

CLUB STRUCTURE 2018– 2019
President  ................................................................................................... David Lau
Vice President  ..........................................................................................  Ian Tinney
President Elect  ......................................................................................... Sam Halim  
Past President  .......................................................................................... Sam Halim
Secretary  ...........................................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
Treasurer  ............................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Director - Community Service  .......................................................  Laurence Webb
Director - Youth Service  .............................................................  Michael Hardinge
Director - International  ..........................................................................  Tony Jones
Director   Vocation  ......................................................................... Eckhard Wellner

Committee Chairpersons & other tasks
ARH Bike Ride  .......................................................................................... David Brown
Asset Register  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
BBQ Trailer Management  ........................................................  Robert Chippindall
Bulletin Edit team  ...................  Del Brown, Michelle Shafran, Merrie Steventon
Bulletin Print prep. advert & publications art  ................................  Don Fitzgerald
Club Photographers  ................................................... Don Fitzgerald, Rae Church
Club Protection Officer  ....................................................................... David Brown 
Community Directory  .........................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
D9810 ROMAC Committee  ..............................................................  Graeme Chester
D9810 RYE Committee  ................................................................ Stuart McDonald
D9810 RYE Outgoing Student  ............................................................ Alex Gommers
Dinner Chairman  ................................................................................... Ion Whykes
Facebook Manager  .......................................................................... Michelle Shafran
Foundation  ............................................................................................. Wilma Best
Dogs Day Out  .... Tony Jones, Rob Chippindall, Merrie Steventon, John Robinson
Marketing, Public Relations  ........................................................................... Ian Vine
Meeting Set Up  ........................................................................................ Sam Halim
Membership Committee  ................... Del Brown, Craig Heskett, Don Fitzgerald
On to Conference  .................................................................................... Sam Halim
Programme Management ....... Del Brown, Michelle Shafran & Stuart McDonald
Race Gates Management  ......................................................................  Tony Jones
Rotary Community Bus  .............................................. Rae Church, Don Fitzgerald
Rotary equipment maintenance & storage  ...........................  Robert Chippindall
Sgt at Arms .................................................................................................. Terry Hill
Town Decor & DDO Setup  .......................................................  Robert Chippindall
Website Management  ...............................................................  Michael Hardinge 
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From the President’s Desk . . .

Meetings Forward
Week 8 16th August 2018
Meet & Greet Del Brown
Program Barry Thomas, TV News Cameraman,  
 recording the recovery of   
 Marysville after Black Saturday
Week 9 23rd August 2018
Meet & Greet TBA
Program Rotaract Yarra Ranges with Vice-
 President Brittany Smith
Week 10 30th August  2018
Meet & Greet Michael Hardinge
Program PS Speech CVontest winners
Week 11 6th September 2018
Meet & Greet First member available
Program Club Assembly

Birthdays
11th August  Ian Tinney, Barbara Lazenby
18th August Helen Halim
20th August Graeme Chester
25th August Stuart MacDonald
Anniversaries
16th August David Lau & Gail Landry
20th August David Lazenby  & Barbara
Events for your Diary
August 24  D9810 Annual Foundation Seminar
September 8 small BBQ to Haig Ave Kindergarten
September 9  Board Meeting
September 22  VicPol Legacy Bike Ride Breakfast 
September 29 Vocational Service visit, Toolangi
September 27 Healesville Primary School BBQ 
November 3 HARC Race Gate
November 24  Vic Pony Club BBQ at Gladysdale

What an inspiring presentation from 
Lesley Porter of “The Goodlife Farm”. 
It just shows there are still good people 
around.

We had our Board meeting last Mon-
day and among the many topics we dis-
cussed was our response to the Drought 
Relief Fund. Bearing in mind our cur-
rent financial resources, we will allocate 
$1000 for this relief in the first instance. 
This does not mean we will not top it up 
in December when more funds from our 
Directory flows in. At the same time, we 
will investigate if we can acquire free or 
cheap hay from our local farmers. We 
also discussed the draft Guidelines for 
Awards, both for PHF:s and for Appre-
ciation/Acknowledgement awards. We 
talked about the possibility of a satel-
lite club and although the Board is fa-
vourable towards the idea, the reality 
of resources indicate a postponement 
of the effort.

I will be an apology for this week’s 
meeting (wedding anniversary’s din-
ner) and will also be an apology on the 

23rd August meeting. We will attend 
the High School’s musical production. 
I think it is important to represent Ro-
tary at such events and be seen in the 
community at large. Thank you, Ian, for 
taking over in my absence.
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Last Week’s Meeting - August 9th

President David Lau opened the 
evening by reminding everyone of the 
upcoming Board meeting.  If anyone 
had anything they wished the board to 
discuss, send it to him before the week-
end.

The Membership Retention Seminar is 
on the 10th August with two members 
attending.  The membership committee 
requires one more member to join the 
ranks.

Secretary  - Don Fitzgerald
Don suggested we invite an ophthal-

mologist to speak at a dinner meeting 
after learning that surgery on his eye 
will be performed in just 15 minutes!

Treasurer – Graeme Chester
Graeme reminded members that the 

subs are due by the end of the month.  
He would also like to finalise the As-

set Register so if you have anything in 
your possession, report to Graeme by 
the end of the month. 

Reporting of attendance to Vinay is 
working well.

Vocational – Eckhard Wellner
The first vocational excursion has 

been scheduled for the 29th September, 
not the 9th as reported in last week’s 
Bulletin.  Chris Secretan has resched-
uled as he will need time to prepare the 
house for the film documentary, Homes 
Australia.

International – Tony Jones
The founder of the Keen for Kenya 

project, Ester Rijk who is a local Heales-
ville woman, held a fund raising eve-
ning at the Sanctuary House Resort. The 
project sponsors secondary and tertiary 
students who would otherwise not be 
able to attend school.  The students 
must maintain a C+ score to continue 
receiving the sponsorship.   Auctions 
were held during the evening as well as 

a short documentary.  Our club donated 
$500 to her project, and the entire eve-
ning raised over $18,000. Ester will be 
visiting the club on the 20th September. 

Youth – Michael Hardinge
The Primary School Speech Contest 

went well with six schools participat-
ing, 12 students in total. This was one 
more school than last year with Don 
Valley Primary School also competing. 
As in previous years, Woori Yallock Pri-
mary School were outstanding and won 
the competition.  Their Principal, Oli-
ver Thockloth, mentioned that public 
speaking is valued as an important part 
of the Woori Yallock’s curriculum and is 
taught to the students from prep and 
throughout the years.

Reports from the Floor
Tony Jones called for volunteers from 

the club to help man the Racegates for 
the forthcoming race season.  Three 
new members volunteered; Laurie 
Webb, Del Brown and Merrie Steven-
ton.  He has also called for a new mem-
ber to take on the organisation of the 
racegates.  The club voted to remain 
involved in the Racegates as a revenue 
source.

Robert Chippindall – Chippy has do-
nated one of our old BBQs to the Haig 
Kindergarten for their fundraising.

Guest Speaker – Lesley Porter, The 
Good Life Farm, Chum Creek

Lesley Porter founded The Good Life 
Farm to help young disengaged people 
who have suffered the kind of abuse and 
neglect that scarred her own childhood.

She does this in an extraordinary way 
– putting troubled lives back on track 
by forging strong bonds with animals 
and nature.  Lesley’s farm is the only 
one of its kind in Australia accredited 
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to use animal assisted therapy.  The ten 
week structured program is offered to 
youth from 10 to 17 years and provides 
the boundaries that the kids thrive, but 
often lack.  The ratios are one on one, 
that is, one kid, one youth worker.  No 
electronic devices are allowed during the 
course,

Three years ago, Lesley had a vision 
to build an outbuilding for a farm stay 
program, where families in need can 
find respite.  She raised $30,000, mainly 
from donations from the community as 
well as donations in kind of their time, 
equipment and materials.  The Good Life 
Farm hosts families affected by domestic 
violence, farmers who are experiencing 
hardship due to drought, and also youth 
who have fallen through the cracks.

Lesley had high praise for her school, 
Healesville High School who she believes 
turn out some wonderful people.  She 
remembers often sitting outside Ion 
Whykes’ office and accredits him with 
helping her get through the teenage 
years after she lost her family in a car ac-
cident and was subjected to a hard and 
abusive upbringing.

Equine therapy is a new area of care 
that Lesley is investigating, which is 
recognised as a true therapy and reim-
bursed by Medicare.

Attendance:  Members 21
  Guests   2
  Fines    $37.55
Raffle - Terry won the meat tray and 

Vinay the wine

The Rotary Club of Doncaster’s major fund raising project is a 3 day residential 
leadership program called The Challenge to Lead. It is a leadership program designed for 
managers and supervisors and is facilitated by professionals who donate their time pro 
bono. Participants in the past have come from local government, not-for-profits, small 

and medium sized businesses and large multinationals.
This year our Club donated a position to a member of Rotaract from our district. 

We are offering any Rotary club a $500 rebate for any participant who attends the 
course . . . that’s a lot of sausage sizzles!

Our experience in the past is that participants can come from the least expected sectors 
and organisations - charities, not for profits, medical clinics, hospitals, financial planners, 

banks etc
Perhaps there are people in your club who are employers or executives who would 

consider sending participants or club members who have contacts outside Rotary who 
would be also be interested. This is both an opportunity to raise funds for your club and 

show case the Rotary brand.
We would be happy to make a presentation to your club or interested parties

If you could please publise this in your Club Bulletins and mention at your Club meetings 
it would be very much appreciated.

Yours in Rotary
Kevin O’Donnell and David Grieve - The Challenge to Lead Team

An initiative of the Rotary Club of Doncaster, the program is about developing the leaders of tomorrow, today and is aimed at man-
agers and potential managers in industry, government and not for profit sectors. The program is based on the belief that leadership 
can be taught, learned and developed. All proceeds go to Rotary local and international projects.

How many sausage sizzles do you need to earn $500?



ROTARY HEALESVILLE’s Bulletin August 16th, 2018

Page 6

YX  Ba l l
F I N A N C I A L

YX Bal l  Financial  Services
Complete financial solutions from our qualified team.

YX Ball Financial offers complete financial solutions based on your personal 
circumstances and provides pathways and opportunities to help you achieve 
your financial goals.
The 3 key principles of our business are:
 • Specific, personalised advice;
 • Ongoing support and recommendations;
 • Valued client-adviser relationships.

Want to find out more? Contact us.
At YX Ball Financial, we concentrate on developing personalised financial 
strategies which make the most of your financial resources. To find out how 
we can assist you, contact us today.

Advisers
Ion Whykes
Sam Ball
Michael Pappas

Paraplanning
Elliott Young

Client Relations Team
Chamila Maniyangamage
Aruni Arambewela

Operations
Laura Kerton

Phone: +613 9975 8000  Fax: +613 9975 8010

Level 17, 390 St Kilda Rd., Melbourne Victoria 3004
Postal: Domain LPO, PO Box 33349, Melbourne VIC 3004

Internet: http://yxball.com.au/


