
The Healesville Rotary Club’s Weekly

B U L L E T I N
District 9810 Weeks 2 & 3 July 5th & 12th, 2018

The Rotary Club of Healesville Inc. 
meets Thursday nights 6pm at Sanctuary House Resort Motel, 

326 Badger Creek Road, Healesville 
Apologies to: Don Fitzgerald 5962 6550

Rotary Healesville, part of the Yarra Ranges-Cardinia cluster of Rotary Clubs in Dist. 9810. 
District Governor 2017-18, Malcolm Chiverton & Assistant Governor, Barrie Vickers

Having completed their year in Australia, our District Youth Exchange 
students gathered for farewells at Tullarmarine last Saturday, all ready for 
their flights taking them back to homes all over the globe. Inset pic shows 
our student Emma de la Morinerie with Italian student Giorga Balestreri.

H E A D I N G  H O M E !
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Website: rotaryhealesville.org

CLUB STRUCTURE 2018– 2019
President  ................................................................................................... David Lau
Vice President  ..........................................................................................  Ian Tinney
President Elect  ......................................................................................... Sam Halim  
Past President  .......................................................................................... Sam Halim
Secretary  ...........................................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
Treasurer  ............................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Director - Community Service  .......................................................  Laurence Webb
Director - Youth Service  .............................................................  Michael Hardinge
Director - International  ..........................................................................  Tony Jones
Director   Vocation  .......................................................................  Eckhardt Wellner

Committee Chairpersons & other tasks
Sgt at Arms ............................................................................................. Ion Whykes
Club Protection Officer  ....................................................................... David Brown 
Rotary Foundation  ................................................................................. Wilma Best
Membership  ............................................................................................... Ray Jarvis 
Marketing, Public Relations  ...............................................................  Don Mcdonald
Programme Manager  .................................................................... Stuart McDonald
Attendance Officer, & Community Directory  ...................................  Don Fitzgerald
Bulletin Editor  ................................................................................ Eckhard Wellner
Bulletin Print prep.  ............................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
On to Conference  .................................................................................... Sam Halim
Website Management  ..................................................................  Graeme Chester 
Facebook Manager  .......................................................................... Michelle Shafran
Asset Register  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Meeting Set Up  ........................................................................................ Sam Halim
Club Photographers  ....................................................... Don Fitzgerald, Rae Church
Healesville Dogs Day Out  .................................................................... John Robinson
Race Gates  ...............................................................................................  Tony Jones
Golf Tournament  ................................................................................. Peter Gebert

D9810 Ride to Conference  ........................................................  David Brown
D9810 RYE Committee  ...................................................  Stuart McDonald
D9810 ROMAC Committee  .................................................. Graeme Chester
D9810 RYE Incoming Student  ................................. Emma De La Morinerie
D9810 RYE Outgoing Student  ...............................................  Alex Gommers

Attendance Officer, Don Fitzgerald: donf8390@gmail.com

CO
MMITTEE

CH
ANGES TO CO

ME



ROTARY HEALESVILLE’s Bulletin July 5th & 12th, 2018

Page 3

From the President’s Desk . . .

Meetings Forward
Week 3  12th July 2018
Meet & Greet TBA 
Sgt at Arms Ion Whykes
Programme Bronwyn Koll - Fruit Fly
Vote of Thanks Sam Halim
Week 4 19th July 2018
Meet & Greet Graeme Chester 
Sgt at Arms Terry Hill
Programme MUNA students 
 April Stanley & Amber Holland 
Vote of Thanks Ian Tinney

Week 5 26 July 2018
Meet & Greet  Sam Halim
Sgt at Arms  Terry Hill
Programme District Governor Russell Gurney
Birthdays: 
Nothing on record
Anniversaries:  
18th July Don & Judy Macdonald

Firstly, my thanks to Ian Tinney 
and Ion Whykes for conducting the 
first meeting on my behalf.  

This week, we said a final fond 
farewell to Emma. She has been an 
exemplary exchange student, very 
honest, upfront and a great delight 
to have her in our midst. We will 
miss her.

Earlier in the afternoon, a small 
team met with ADG Barrie Vickers 
to prepare for the DG’s visit. The DG 
would like to have certain informa-
tion before his 26th July which com-
prises our Annual Report (what we 
did in the past) and our plans for the 
forthcoming year.

Under Sam’s stewardship, we had 
a great year especially his focus on 
membership. Many thanks, Sam. 
This year I hope for greater indi-
vidual involvement and that is why 
we have several teams looking into 
making the club meetings and activ-
ities more interesting and more in-

clusive. I am looking into the wider 
community to make our presence 
better known. I am looking into giv-
ing appreciation “awards” to local 
residents who have made a differ-
ence and of course, we should en-
sure this will be sufficiently adver-
tised to the wider community.

I am open to suggestions and 
feedback. Just shoot me an email!
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Meeting - June 28th
Vice President Ian Tinney opened the meet-

ing in President David Lau’s absence.    David had 
mentioned to Ian that he had felt overwhelmed 
when he first joined Rotary due to the complexity 
and vast number of projects. Therefore the format 
of the evening aimed to give our new members an 
overview of the projects and running of the club.

David will be looking for new and innovative 
ways to run the club and projects and would like to 
encourage members to put forward their thoughts 
and ideas to the Directors for consideration.

Ion Whykes was asked to be our chairperson for 
the year, and Ion requested that Directors reports be 
kept brief, and reports from the floor be passed by 
Ion before the start of each meeting.

Treasurer - Don Fitzgerald:  reported on ild 
increase in cost of producing the Healesville Directo-
ry, but anticipated profit of approximately $40,000 
for the 2018/19 year.  A digital version of the Di-
rectory is still a possibility and will be addressed in 
the future.

Vinay Kumar will record attendance, and in his 
absence, Don is still happy to receive calls but em-
phasised that members will be counted as attending 
unless they have notified Vinay or Don otherwise.  

He has opened communication with Pony Club 
Victoria regarding the possibility of holding more 
BBQs as fundraisers in the future.

Vocational – Eckhard Wellner: In the past, 
Rotary Clubs chose members from different voca-
tions, but this no longer applies.  Awards such as the 
Ron Goding Award will be run as usual in April, as 
well as the Pride of Workmanship in October. Eck-
hard will spend the next few weeks planning  vo-
cational visits. The first visit however will be to the 
energy efficient house of Chris Secretan in Toolangi 
who was a speaker last year.  The date is yet to be 
set.

Youth – Michael Hardinge:  All regular youth 
projects will be running this year with the exception 
of the incoming exchange students due to the new 
Youth Protection Policy.

Michael is applying for a district grant for SALT, 
an organisation that presented at the Family Forum. 
SALT will address the mental health issues faced by 
youth in the Yarra Valley through the various sport-
ing clubs.

As not all young people play sport, Michael will 
be targeting youth through acting and theatre 

workshops. Misfit Theatre currently conducts work-
shops in Warburton and one will be set up in Heales-
ville.  This project will need funding of approximate-
ly $10,000 some of which will be sought from the 
Yarra Ranges Shire.

Michael then reported that the new website is 
now live and encouraged members to take a look at 
it and report any issues.

International – Tony Jones:  As well as being 
the councillor for our outbound exchange student 
Alex Gomers, Tony is also our International Director 
for 2018.  He will support the projects that are cur-
rently running, such as ROMAC, Milking Cow and 
Goat Project, Kenya, The Women’s Foundation, Ne-
pal, Interplast, Wheelchairs 4 Kids.

Wilma will be travelling to Kenya on the 31st Au-
gust for one month to study the possibility of initi-
ating a project involving Masai cows (primarily for 
meat production) and associated 100 acre farmland.  
She is confident in securing a global grant but will 
still need to undertake major fundraising for this 
project.

 Craig and Michelle spoke about the Women’s 
Foundation of Nepal.  They have applied for a dis-
trict international grant to run a shoe making train-
ing course for 30 women in the Kathmandu and 
Bhaktapur districts.  They have received a generous 
donation from Ion Whykes to support the Founda-
tion.  Future fundraising will focus on a major raffle 
with the winning prize being a trip to Nepal.  

ROTARY FOUNDATION
Wilma Best gave an informative summary of 

The Rotary Foundation.  Based in Illinois, USA, the 
Foundation has spent $3 billion on life-changing, 
sustainable projects such as Polio eradication, 
peacemakers, clean water and educational projects 
to name a few.  

District Grants, both local and international, to 
the value of $26 million worldwide have contribut-
ed to projects run by our club.  She emphasised that 
the funds are available and encouraged members to 
consider applying for them for both local and inter-
national projects.

Attendance:   
  16 members, 1 guest 
Fines: $ 
Raffle: $ 76.30  
Winners:  Graeme Chester
 Rae Church



ROTARY HEALESVILLE’s Bulletin July 5th & 12th, 2018

Page 5

David Lau chaired his first meeting in his 
year of office, following his return from visit-
ing Family in Malaysia. A great start David to a 
year that promises much success and achieve-
ment.

Stuart MacDonald. Mention was made 
that Stuart was in Toronto for the International 
Conference and that to have a representative 
at this conference was indeed a great achieve-
ment. Congratulations Stuart, and thank you 
for your representation.

Michael Hardinge spoke to the meeting, 
sharing a few of his thoughts of how he felt 
the community saw Rotary. He made the point 
that marketing methods have changed with 
the advent of digital information technology, 
noting that Facebook received 9 300 hits in re-
lation to “Dogs Day Out”. 

He related that amongst those he associat-
ed with, many saw Rotarians as ‘old people’ 
doing for the community, and that we need to 
change that perception if we are to attract the 
next generation to Rotary. 

The’ big picture’ of the reality of Rotary ac-
tivity and purpose needs to continue through 
Community interaction, using modern market-
ing strategies that younger generations relate 
to, in order to attract younger members if our 
future goals are to be realised. Digital informa-
tion technology is available and influences the 
younger generation!

“Achievement Awards in Schools”, could 
be extended also in Primary Schools to instil 
Rotary values. Our Facebook page could make 
such efforts high profile. Focus on community 
needs requires ongoing membership that we 
need to pitch to our community, whether it be 
raising money, or activities such as helping at a 
BBQ. What do we need to do to attract younger 
members?

We need to communicate to the next gen-
eration to attract interest that will encourage 
people to join Rotary as contributors, and 
thereby ensure continuity of Rotary’s valuable 

contribution to our community.
Terry Hill as Sergeant at Arms conducted 

some ‘community singing’ with French songs 
in Emma’s honour. Members did very well to 
sing or not sing, and received the appropriate 
fine for doing so or not doing so. Special men-
tion must be made of Eckhard’s wonderful solo 
that held us spellbound. Bravo Eckhard!

Terry spoke of introducing Leadership 
Awards to recognise voluntary leaders in the 
community and present them in a good  light. 
Perhaps we could look at community leaders 
every 2 months or so and present an award in 
recognition of their service.   

Farewell Emma de la Morinerie. Emma 
expressed her thanks and enjoyment as Rotary 
Healesville’s exchange student and vowed to 
visit Australia in the future and catch up with 
all who had meant much to her. She promised 
not to cry on her final farewell, and kept  her 
promise. David Lau wished Emma a safe jour-
ney home and thanked her for being such a 
good exchange student, ‘the best.’ 

Ion Wykes thanked David for chair-
ing his first meeting in the Year of David. 

Attendance: 17 Members
 1 Guest
 Fines: $48.50
 Raffle $69.00
 Winners: Craig Heskett
     Ian Vine

Last Week’s Meeting - July 5th
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YX  Ba l l
F I N A N C I A L

YX Bal l  Financial  Services
Complete financial solutions from our qualified team.

YX Ball Financial offers complete financial solutions based on your personal 
circumstances and provides pathways and opportunities to help you achieve 
your financial goals.
The 3 key principles of our business are:
 • Specific, personalised advice;
 • Ongoing support and recommendations;
 • Valued client-adviser relationships.

Want to find out more? Contact us.
At YX Ball Financial, we concentrate on developing personalised financial 
strategies which make the most of your financial resources. To find out how 
we can assist you, contact us today.

Advisers
Ion Whykes
Sam Ball
Michael Pappas

Paraplanning
Elliott Young

Client Relations Team
Chamila Maniyangamage
Aruni Arambewela

Operations
Laura Kerton

Phone: +613 9975 8000  Fax: +613 9975 8010

Level 17, 390 St Kilda Rd., Melbourne Victoria 3004
Postal: Domain LPO, PO Box 33349, Melbourne VIC 3004

Internet: http://yxball.com.au/


