
The Healesville Rotary Club’s Weekly

B U L L E T I N
District 9810 Week 31 January 25th , 2018

The Rotary Club of Healesville Inc. 
meets Thursday nights 6pm at Sanctuary House Resort Motel, 

326 Badger Creek Road, Healesville 
Apologies to: Don Fitzgerald 5962 6550

Rotary Healesville, part of the Yarra Ranges-Cardinia cluster of Rotary Clubs in Dist. 9810. 
District Governor 2017-18, Malcolm Chiverton & Assistant Governor, Barrie Vickers

RAFA’S SECRET COACH?

See Page 5 . . .
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Website: rotaryhealesville.org

CLUB STRUCTURE 2017 – 2018
President  .................................................................................................. Sam Halim
Vice President  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
President Elect  .......................................................................................... David Lau 
Past President  ...........................................................................  Robert Chippindall
Secretary  ........................................................................................ Michelle Shafran
Treasurer  ..............................................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
Director - Community Service  ................................................................  Ian Tinney
Director - Youth Service  ............................................................................. Terry Hill
Director - International  ................................................................ Stuart McDonald
Director   Vocation  ............................................................................ John Robinson

Committee Chairpersons & other tasks
Sgt at Arms ............................................................................................. Ion Whykes
Club Protection Officer  ....................................................................... David Brown 
Rotary Foundation  ................................................................................. Wilma Best
Membership  ............................................................................................... Ray Jarvis 
Marketing, Public Relations  ...............................................................  Don Mcdonald
Programme Manager  .................................................................... Stuart McDonald
Attendance Officer, & Community Directory  ...................................  Don Fitzgerald
Bulletin Editor  ................................................................................ Eckhard Wellner
Bulletin Print prep.  ............................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
On to Conference  .................................................................................... Sam Halim
Website Management  ..................................................................  Graeme Chester 
Facebook Manager  .......................................................................... Michelle Shafran
Asset Register  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Meeting Set Up  ........................................................................................ Sam Halim
Club Photographers  ....................................................... Don Fitzgerald, Rae Church
Healesville Dogs Day Out  .................................................................... John Robinson
Race Gates  ...............................................................................................  Tony Jones
Golf Tournament  ................................................................................. Peter Gebert

D9810 Ride to Conference  ........................................................  David Brown
D9810 RYE Committee  ...................................................  Stuart McDonald
D9810 ROMAC Committee  .................................................. Graeme Chester
D9810 RYE Incoming Student  ................................. Emma De La Morinerie
D9810 RYE Outgoing Student  ...............................................  Alex Gommers

Attendance Officer, Don Fitzgerald: donf8390@gmail.com
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From the President’s Desk . . .

Meetings Forward
Meeting 29 25th January 2018 
Meet & Greet Doug Symons
Chairperson TBA
Sgt at Arms Ion Whykes 
Programme David Dawson - 
 Samaritan’s Purse Project, Vietnam
Vote of Thanks Ian Vine
Meeting 30 1st February 2018
Meet & Greet Peter Henry
Chairperson TBA
Sgt at Arms Ion Whykes
Programme Lynda Hancock - Proactive Policing
Vote of Thanks Ray Jarvis

Meeting 31 8th February 2018
Meet & Greet Graeme Chester
Chairperson TBA
Sgt at Arms Ion Whykes
Programme TBA
Vote of Thanks Tony Jones
Coming up:  
18th March 2018 Healesville Dog’s Day Out 
Birthdays:
23rd January Allan Davidson
31st January  Eckhard Wellner
2nd February Glenda Robinson
Anniversaries:
None for remainder of this month

Hello everyone
Happy Australia Day!
Tonight is a special night for us to celebrate Aus-

tralia Day Rotary-style.  Tonight we have an Austra-
lian theme and have some activities organized by 
Michelle, Graeme, Ion Whykes and Ian Tinney.  Aus-
tralia Day is a day of unity and celebrating what we 
have achieved.  We are one, we are Australian.

Last Thursday we had no guest speakers so I de-
cided on a club assembly.  Important issues were 
discussed, such as District 9810 family membership 
pilot proposal, for which our club has been nomi-
nated.  There were different points of view on the 
subject but at the end the assembly agreed to give 
it a try and allow our club to be a part of the proposal.  Members who wish their 
family members to join can do so.

The club assembly also discussed Cheryl Chippindall’s proposal that our club be-
come more involved with Healesville Main Street’s Christmas lights.  The assembly 
agreed with the proposal and passed the issue to the community service commit-
tee to deal with.  Ian Tinney will report on this at our next assembly.  There was 
also useful discussion on some more general points.

I would like to say a big thank you to members who participated in the club as-
sembly.  Club members are also encouraged to attend the Rotary Club of Wandin 
Australia Day breakfast on Friday 26 January.

Enjoy this evening’s festivities.
Till next week, keep well and be proud to be a Rotarian.
God bless,
Sam Halim
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President Sam Halim greeted everyone. He 
was disappointed that many members were 
missing - tonight’s program is Club Assembly 
and we will discuss family membership and 
other club projects.

Treasurer - Don Fitzgerald: Balances are o.k. 
We finalised the deal with Toyota Heales-
ville, the new bus comes as 12-seater with 
modifications on front and back. Decals 
showing it’s a Rotary community bus will be 
affixed. 

The signage for the Healesville Dog’s Day 
Out Event has been worked out and or-
dered.

Secretary - Michelle Shafran: The U3A sig-
nage at the entrance to Healesville using 
our frame-work was questioned and we will 
give permission to do so, because the Shire’s 
response was: “It’s not our sign.”

The sign “Apex Park” was under discus-
sion because Apex no longer exists. Most of 
us shared the opinion: it should stay this way 
- not to confuse people who are looking for 
the park.

Vocational - John Robinson: I am asking for 
some people to assist with the distribution 
of information about the Healesville Dog’s 
Day Out Event.

David Brown: Our next bike ride goes from 
Bendigo to Wangaratta for the good course 
of the Rotary Health Fund. You are invited 
to sponsor Karen and myself - I pass a list 
around.

Community - Ian Tinney: We have an oppor-
tunity to earn some serious dollars for the 
club, volunteering as course marshals for the 
Women’s Prologue Cycling event.  This event 
is a big deal in the cycling world and attracts 
many visitors to Healesville.

The race will be in Healesville on Tuesday 
30th January from 9am to 5pm.  We are able 
to earn $50.00 per volunteer per shift, and 
the length of a shift should be around 4 
hours. Another opportunity to raise money 
for the club is to hold a BBQ.

We urgently need your commitment to 
this event.

International - Wilma Best: Fr Jason was giv-

Last week’s meeting - January 18th

en farewell by Stuart McDonald, Don Fitz-
gerald and myself. Fr Jason is back in Kenya 
after a busy time visiting many clubs in our 
District. The response to his visits is very pos-
itive. The last 3 weeks were filled with so-
cial activities and a relaxation time around 
Healesville and on David Brown’s houseboat. 

Attendance:  16 members 
Fines:  $ 71.00
Raffle:  $ 48.80  
Winners:  Rae Church
  Don Macdonald 

 Family Membership Proposal
We shall raise our membership, so we 

would not be affected with Rotary Interna-
tional’s procedure of amalgamating districts 
with too low membership numbers. In our 
case it would mean, District 9810 would get 
dissolved and the clubs would be part of 
the adjacent clubs. The consequences would 
involve traveling much further for District 
meetings and training sessions.

The proposal recommends that partners 
and other family members could become 
Rotary Club members by paying a very re-
duced membership fee. The District Mem-
bership Committee, chaired by Jennifer 
Coburn, invites the Healesville / Wandin / 
Upper Yarra Cluster to undertake a pilot for 
family membership. The outcome will deter-
mine the viability of this option for roll-out 
to the District.

The following discussion among the mem-
bers present resulted in some members 
saying their partners and family-members 
would not join, but we heard already from 4 
members that their partners would be hap-
py to join.

All of us agreed, that the project can’t 
harm us and can only have a positive out-
come thus putting us in a better position. It 
would not stop us to look out for good new 
people to become Rotarians also.
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Course Marshals for the Women’s Pro-
logue Cycling Event

Our members are very supportive and 11 
of us are interested to assist. The length of a 
shift is one concern and the exact times have 
to be inquired.

Ian Tinney will talk to the organisers and 
get back to all members via email, asking to 
commit to help at certain times of that ros-
ter. We need to act quickly.

Street Christmas Decoration
Everybody agreed, that the street Christ-

mas decoration in Healesville was very poor 
last season. Ways have to be found - in con-
junction with other clubs and the Shire - to 
get it better next time. Local businesses 
should be asked to contribute as well.

The Women’s Foundation - Nepal
The following letter from Renu Shar-

na, president of the Women’s Foundation 
reached Ruth and Allan Davidson:

Dear Ruth and Dear Allan,
On behalf of everyone at The Women’s 

Foundation we wish Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 2018!

 2017 was a big year for us! And we have 
you to thank for all of our accomplishments. 
We supported over 100 children to go to 
private school and pursue their studies. We 
supported more than 500 women with shel-

ter, aid, counseling and legal support pro-
gram. We employed over 80 women in our 
production centre making scarves and oth-
er textiles. We ran thirty powerful training 
in the rural districts including the topics of 
women’s empowerment, income genera-
tion, women’s legal rights, and agricultural 
techniques. We launched an overwhelm-
ingly effective emergency relief campaign 
to aid the victims of the southern region’s 
catastrophic monsoon flooding. We served 
as election observers in successfully peaceful 
Local, Federal and Provincial Elections. And 
we celebrated, too – from our own accom-
plishments to International Children’s Rights 
Day and Human Rights Day. And this is only 
a few of our accomplishments this year.

 Thank you again for making all of this 
and more possible. Without our generous 
donors, global support, dedicated staffs, 
and determined children, The Women’s 
Foundation of Nepal would not be a reality.

 We look forward to even more to come 
in 2018. We hope you will stay in touch this 
year by connecting with us on Facebook at 
Women’s Foundation of Nepal and follow-
ing our News feed on our website at wom-
ennepal.org.

 Our deepest gratitude goes out to each 
and every one of you.

Warmest Regards, Renu Sharma, Presi-
dent of The Women’s Foundation. 

 
More larking at the Open in the same spirit as our front page!
Obviously, Emma enjoyed The Australian Open.
Photos courtesy Graeme Chester.
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YX  Ba l l
F I N A N C I A L

YX Bal l  Financial  Services
Complete financial solutions from our qualified team.

YX Ball Financial offers complete financial solutions based on your personal 
circumstances and provides pathways and opportunities to help you achieve 
your financial goals.
The 3 key principles of our business are:
 • Specific, personalised advice;
 • Ongoing support and recommendations;
 • Valued client-adviser relationships.

Want to find out more? Contact us.
At YX Ball Financial, we concentrate on developing personalised financial 
strategies which make the most of your financial resources. To find out how 
we can assist you, contact us today.

Advisers
Ion Whykes
Sam Ball
Michael Pappas

Paraplanning
Elliott Young

Client Relations Team
Chamila Maniyangamage
Aruni Arambewela

Operations
Laura Kerton

Phone: +613 9975 8000  Fax: +613 9975 8010

Level 17, 390 St Kilda Rd., Melbourne Victoria 3004
Postal: Domain LPO, PO Box 33349, Melbourne VIC 3004

Internet: http://yxball.com.au/


