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THANKS TO ROTARY

2018 Somers Camp students 
express their experiences and 
thanks - Page 4



ROTARY HEALESVILLE’s Bulletin February 22nd, 2017

Page 2

Website: rotaryhealesville.org

CLUB STRUCTURE 2017 – 2018
President  .................................................................................................. Sam Halim
Vice President  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
President Elect  .......................................................................................... David Lau 
Past President  ...........................................................................  Robert Chippindall
Secretary  ........................................................................................ Michelle Shafran
Treasurer  ..............................................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
Director - Community Service  ................................................................  Ian Tinney
Director - Youth Service  ............................................................................. Terry Hill
Director - International  ................................................................ Stuart McDonald
Director   Vocation  ............................................................................ John Robinson

Committee Chairpersons & other tasks
Sgt at Arms ............................................................................................. Ion Whykes
Club Protection Officer  ....................................................................... David Brown 
Rotary Foundation  ................................................................................. Wilma Best
Membership  ............................................................................................... Ray Jarvis 
Marketing, Public Relations  ...............................................................  Don Mcdonald
Programme Manager  .................................................................... Stuart McDonald
Attendance Officer, & Community Directory  ...................................  Don Fitzgerald
Bulletin Editor  ................................................................................ Eckhard Wellner
Bulletin Print prep.  ............................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
On to Conference  .................................................................................... Sam Halim
Website Management  ..................................................................  Graeme Chester 
Facebook Manager  .......................................................................... Michelle Shafran
Asset Register  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Meeting Set Up  ........................................................................................ Sam Halim
Club Photographers  ....................................................... Don Fitzgerald, Rae Church
Healesville Dogs Day Out  .................................................................... John Robinson
Race Gates  ...............................................................................................  Tony Jones
Golf Tournament  ................................................................................. Peter Gebert

D9810 Ride to Conference  ........................................................  David Brown
D9810 RYE Committee  ...................................................  Stuart McDonald
D9810 ROMAC Committee  .................................................. Graeme Chester
D9810 RYE Incoming Student  ................................. Emma De La Morinerie
D9810 RYE Outgoing Student  ...............................................  Alex Gommers

Attendance Officer, Don Fitzgerald: donf8390@gmail.com
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From the President’s Desk . . .

Meetings Forward
Meeting 33 22nd February 2018
Meet & Greet  Peter Henry
Sgt at Arms  Ion Whykes
Programme  Peter Rowland - Backyard Beekeeping 
Vote of Thanks  Ray Jarvis
Meeting 34 1st March 2018
Meet & Greet  Graeme Chester 
Sgt at Arms  Ion Whykes
Programme  Lynda Hancock - Proactive Policing 
Vote of Thanks  Tony Jones
Meeting 35 8th March 2018
Meet & Greet Doug Symons
Sgt at Arms Ion Whykes 

Programme TBA
Vote of Thanks Lawrence Webb
Coming up:  15th March  
Tony Smith MP - Speaker House of Reps
18th March  Healesville Dog’s Day Out 
22nd March   Farewell to Bruce Thomas
5th April  Ron Goding Award Presentation
Birthdays:
20th February Merrie Steventon
Anniversaries:
22nd February Alex & Pam Richardson

Hi everyone,
Last Thursday our sponsored school students who attended Lady and 

Lord Somers Camps spoke to us about their special experience at the 
camps. Terry Hill, as usual, managed to motivate these students to give us 
their best about their experience.  They told us the benefits these camps 
have added to their lives. They all agreed that the camps focussed on lead-
ership development, team work, self confidence, the acquisition of life 
skills, and more. I believe the students who attended these camps arrived 
as young school students and left as confident adults.  “We had the best 
time of our school life, we made friends for life, we had more adventures 
than we thought we could handle, we learned to respect others, we also 
learned about team work and problem solving” the students said. 

For those of you who don’t know about the camps, Lord Somers camp 
was set up in 1929, at Somers on the Mornington Peninsula, by the then 
Governor of Victoria, Lord Somers. It aimed to duplicate the success of the popular Duke of York camps 
which were held in the U.K.. The camps are operated and staffed mainly by volunteers. The progress has 
been adjusted in line with community expectations and social changes over the years.  In 1986 a female 
equivalent -Lady Somers- of the camp commenced and became very successful.  It typically followed the 
boys’ camp. The camps also offer year 10 and 11 students with a range of outdoor environmental activities. 
Some of the comments made by our sponsored students last week demonstrated to us how important these 
camps are to the development of the students. It encourages us to continue supporting these wonderful 
camps.

A big thank you to the board members and guests who attended and contributed to last week’s two 
board meetings. For sure our club is a beehive, busy with projects and activities.

Rae Church and myself visited Toolangi Primary School on Wednesday to present a cheque of $3,000 in 
support of the school’s much needed projects. 

Finally, we had good news when Don Fitzgerald put his brave hand up to fill the position of President 
Elect for 2018-2019. Good luck Don.

The club Rotary wheel is turning well and our club members are always eager to help and make a dif-
ference. 

Keep well and be proud you are a Rotarian. 
God Bless, Sam Halim 
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Last Week’s Meeting - February 15th
President Sam Halim welcomed everyone, 

especially our guests, the students who at-
tended Lord & Lady Somers Camp accompa-
nied by Lyn Scotchmoor (Director of Student 
Engagement and Wellbeing at Healesville 
High School) and Rhonda Green (Isabella’s 
mum).

Secretary - Michelle Shafran had a list of our 
guests, here are the names of the attendees 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Healesville: 

From MLMC:  Nathan Shubank, Travis 
Rowden, Isabella Green and Emma de la 
Morinerie.

From HHS: Hayley Wilson and Tiani 
Heatherich

Michelle also informed us about the up-
coming Speech Contest, which is organised 
by the Toastmasters on the 3rd 4th and 5th 
April and we will arrange for the winning 
students to come to one of our meetings 
and present their speeches to us.

Good news came from Alex Gommers, 
our exchange student in Germany: He has a 
great time, his German language skills are 
improving fast. 

Treasurer - Don Fitzgerald: Our bank balanc-
es are healthy. The establishment of our new 
Community Bus is finalised, Healesville Toyo-
ta gave us a further discount of $ 1104.

Ian Tinney - Community: Toastmasters are 
also organising an Art Exhibition on the 9th 
March at the Memorial Hall featuring 21 
artists inclusive the Healesville Glass Blowers 
who exhibit a Rotary Theme.  

Youth - Terry Hill: I am pleased to see that 
the students from the Healesville High 
School are getting along very well with the 
students from Mount Lilydale Mercy Col-
lege.

Emma is looking forward to live with host 
parents in Lilydale, just to see towards the 
end of her stay what’s like to live in a Mel-
bourne suburb. 

Some sanitary work for the change rooms 
of the Junior Girls Football Club is currently 
assessed by Melboune Water and the Shire. 

Vocational - John Robinson: The Ron Goding 
Award Presentation is coming up on the 5th 

April, please think of people whom you can 
nominate.

Rae Church: Bruce Best has been rushed to 
Knox Hospital on Sunday because of inter-
nal bleeding. He is still in hospital, if anyone 
can assist with driving Wilma there, please 
give her a call.

David Brown: The Bike Ride from Bendigo 
(past Conference) to Wangaratta is happen-
ing soon. Karen and I are participating - we 
are leaving on the 4th March and plan to 
arrive on the 9th March, we are not taking 
the direct route, but rather doing 100 km 
a day. We appreciate your sponsorship, all 
proceeds go to Rotary Health.

Lord & Lady Somers Camp Students
Terry Hill started the reports introducing 

and interviewing our guests, but it became 
soon obvious, that he could hand over this 
task to Nathan Shubank, who did an excel-
lent job telling us about some of his experi-
ences with being at the camp and also inter-
viewing the other camp attendees.

Nathan gave an insight to the activities 
they were confronted with by the slushies - 
the challenges were quite different to what 
they expected. The activities were rough and 
using everyone’s resources up to the limits, 
especially during the cross-country competi-
tion. His team had to learn finding out what 
is a joke and what is reality. But soon they 
found out that rules aren’t rules, but only 
suggestions. True team-spirit was developed 
despite they did not know each other pre-
viously. Nathan sustained a knee-injury, but 
he and his team pulled through and were 
competitive. He found the week at the 
camp was the hardest he had so far, but the 
fun and friendship he experienced was well 
worth it.

Nathan future plans were confirmed 
through the experience he gained at the 
camp. He wants to pursue a career in Social 
Work.

Travis enlightened us why his team won 
so many competitions - they had good run-
ners and swimmers and his team bonded 
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very well. The hardest thing for Travis was 
the cross-country were one gets physically 
and mentally exhausted and destroyed, but 
the team helped him to pull through. Tra-
vis wants to study para-medicine, enforced 
through his after-school involvement in 
beach live-guarding. After getting to a seri-
ous profession, he might try to become an 
actor.

Hayley spoke about the hardest things 
she was confronted with at the girl’s camp. 
There were so different personalities in her 
room and they had to find out how they 
could get along and bond as a team. Finally 
the girls who were more athletic helped the 
others a lot through advise and encourage-
ment. Hayley’s future plans are to become a 
vet nurse as she has a passion for animals. 
The camp experience will help her to over-
come struggling events.

Emma found the camp a strange experi-
ence, she did not expect it to be like that. 
“What the hell is going on?” She pushed her-
self very hard to perform and was well sup-
ported by her team finding encouragement 
to cope and take part in the activities. She 
changed from first day’s resume “I want to 
go home” to not wanting to leave at the last 
day. She developed lasting friendships and 
wants first to travel after finishing school. 

Isabella was the youngest in her group 
and found the support of the others amaz-
ing. Because of her medical disability she 
finds it hard to breathe and activities like the 
cross-country participation was only possible 
trough the assistance and encouragement 
of the slushies and her team. There were a 
lot of funny experiences and Isabella liked 
the camp very much. After finishing school, 
Isabella wants to take up a career in agricul-
ture.

Tiani’s team came last in the competi-
tions, but nevertheless she experienced a 
fantastic team with creativity and friendship. 
Unfortunately one girl of the team left the 
camp on the first evening and one girl ar-
rived on the second day. But the support of 
the team was strong and the latecomer was 
well integrated and the team worked very 
well. Tiani appreciated the very interesting 
presentations from various speakers during 

the entertainment sessions. Also the slushie 
experience was changing from fearful and 
strict in the first days to becoming more 
and more friendly and supportive in the last 
days. 

All our guests expressed their thanks to 
the Rotary Club of Healesville for the oppor-
tunity and the assistance to participate in 
the camp. They recommended the camp to 
potential attendees.

Vote of Thanks - Terry Hill: 
The passion which you all developed for 

Lord and Lady Somers Camp is amazing. We 
all enjoyed this night and appreciated your 
comprehensive reports and your enthusi-
asm. Thank you all, and Nathan, you did a 
fantastic job with the interviews. Your ef-
forts to get so much out of the camp is won-
derful!

 Attendance:  20 members, 8 guests 
Fines:  $ 32.95
Raffle:  $ 100.00  
Winners:  Rae Church
  John Robinson

It’s Laughable!
Why are Men Just Happier People! 
A five-day vacation requires only one suit-

case. —- You can open all your own jars. 
—- If someone forgets to invite you, he or 
she can still be your friend. —- Your under-
wear is $8.95 for a three-pack. —- Two pairs 
of shoes are more than enough. —- You are 
unable to see wrinkles in your clothes. —- 
Everything on your face stays its original co-
lour. —- The same hairstyle lasts for years, 
maybe decades. —- Wedding dress - $5,000. 
Tux rental - $100. —- People never stare at 
your chest when you’re talking to them. —- 
New shoes don’t cut, blister, or mangle your 
feet. —- One mood all the time. —- Phone 
conversations are over in 30 seconds flat. —- 
NICKNAMES. If Laura, Kate, and Sarah go 
out for lunch, they will call each other Laura, 
Kate and Sarah. If Mike, Dave, and John go 
out, they will refer to each other as Fat Boy, 
Bubba, and Wildman.  
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YX  Ba l l
F I N A N C I A L

YX Bal l  Financial  Services
Complete financial solutions from our qualified team.

YX Ball Financial offers complete financial solutions based on your personal 
circumstances and provides pathways and opportunities to help you achieve 
your financial goals.
The 3 key principles of our business are:
 • Specific, personalised advice;
 • Ongoing support and recommendations;
 • Valued client-adviser relationships.

Want to find out more? Contact us.
At YX Ball Financial, we concentrate on developing personalised financial 
strategies which make the most of your financial resources. To find out how 
we can assist you, contact us today.

Advisers
Ion Whykes
Sam Ball
Michael Pappas

Paraplanning
Elliott Young

Client Relations Team
Chamila Maniyangamage
Aruni Arambewela

Operations
Laura Kerton

Phone: +613 9975 8000  Fax: +613 9975 8010

Level 17, 390 St Kilda Rd., Melbourne Victoria 3004
Postal: Domain LPO, PO Box 33349, Melbourne VIC 3004

Internet: http://yxball.com.au/


