
The Healesville Rotary Club’s Weekly

B U L L E T I N
District 9810 Week 38 March 15th, 2018

The Rotary Club of Healesville Inc. 
meets Thursday nights 6pm at Sanctuary House Resort Motel, 

326 Badger Creek Road, Healesville 
Apologies to: Don Fitzgerald 5962 6550

Rotary Healesville, part of the Yarra Ranges-Cardinia cluster of Rotary Clubs in Dist. 9810. 
District Governor 2017-18, Malcolm Chiverton & Assistant Governor, Barrie Vickers

Our part in 
recognition

Three of Healesville’s Board at-
tended a reception at Government 
House last Tuesday along with several 
hundred other Rotarians from clubs 
across the State of Victoria.

The reception honoured the Presi-
dent of Rotary International for 2017-
18, Ian Risely OAM, and his wife Mrs 
Juliet Risely, both members of Rotary 
Sandringham.

As pointed out by the Governor of 
Victoria, The Honourable Linda Des-
sau AC, in her address, of the five Aus-
tralians to have taken the role of RI 
President, three have been Victorians.

Not lost on the three pictured here, 
in this instance, both Ian and Juliet 
have been well recognised Rotarians 
in their service to District 9810.

Ian’s theme for Rotary world -wide 
this year has been, ‘Making A Differ-
ence’, thus answering the question, 
What is Rotary?

Confidently, Rotary Healesville has 
and will continue to Make a Differ-
ence.

Sam Halim, Terry Hill and Don Fitzgerald at Government 
House, Tuesday March 13th, 2018
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Website: rotaryhealesville.org

CLUB STRUCTURE 2017 – 2018
President  .................................................................................................. Sam Halim
Vice President  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
President Elect  .......................................................................................... David Lau 
Past President  ...........................................................................  Robert Chippindall
Secretary  ........................................................................................ Michelle Shafran
Treasurer  ..............................................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
Director - Community Service  ................................................................  Ian Tinney
Director - Youth Service  ............................................................................. Terry Hill
Director - International  ................................................................ Stuart McDonald
Director   Vocation  ............................................................................ John Robinson

Committee Chairpersons & other tasks
Sgt at Arms ............................................................................................. Ion Whykes
Club Protection Officer  ....................................................................... David Brown 
Rotary Foundation  ................................................................................. Wilma Best
Membership  ............................................................................................... Ray Jarvis 
Marketing, Public Relations  ...............................................................  Don Mcdonald
Programme Manager  .................................................................... Stuart McDonald
Attendance Officer, & Community Directory  ...................................  Don Fitzgerald
Bulletin Editor  ................................................................................ Eckhard Wellner
Bulletin Print prep.  ............................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
On to Conference  .................................................................................... Sam Halim
Website Management  ..................................................................  Graeme Chester 
Facebook Manager  .......................................................................... Michelle Shafran
Asset Register  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Meeting Set Up  ........................................................................................ Sam Halim
Club Photographers  ....................................................... Don Fitzgerald, Rae Church
Healesville Dogs Day Out  .................................................................... John Robinson
Race Gates  ...............................................................................................  Tony Jones
Golf Tournament  ................................................................................. Peter Gebert

D9810 Ride to Conference  ........................................................  David Brown
D9810 RYE Committee  ...................................................  Stuart McDonald
D9810 ROMAC Committee  .................................................. Graeme Chester
D9810 RYE Incoming Student  ................................. Emma De La Morinerie
D9810 RYE Outgoing Student  ...............................................  Alex Gommers

Attendance Officer, Don Fitzgerald: donf8390@gmail.com
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From the President’s Desk . . .

Meetings Forward
Week 38 Meeting 36 15th March 2018
Meet & Greet  David Lau
Sgt at Arms  Ion Whykes
Programme  Tony Smith MP -  
  Speaker House of Reps
Vote of Thanks  Sam Halim
Week 39 Meeting 37 22nd March 2018
Meet & Greet  Robert Chippindall 
Sgt at Arms  Ion Whykes
Programme  Farewell to Bruce Thomas 
Vote of Thanks  Rae Church

Week 40 Meeting 38 29th March 2018
Meet & Greet  Doug Symons
Sgt at Arms  Ion Whykes 
Programme  TBA
Vote of Thanks  Lawrence Webb
Coming up:
18th March  Healesville Dog’s Day Out 
5th April  Ron Goding Award Presentation
Birthdays:
16th March John Robinson 
29th March Alex Richardson
Anniversaries:
 none this month

Hi everyone,
Tonight we welcome our special guest speaker Tony Smith.
Last Thursday’s meeting was a busy one.  Gemma Brooks from 

Bowel Cancer Australia spoke to us about her fundraising run for 
bowel cancer. Corazon also briefly spoke to us about the speech 
festival which will be held in April, and our guest speaker Guil-
laume Roux inspired us with his art in glass blowing.  He works 
for Tim Basset of Healesville Glass Blowing and is expected to be 
taking over from him when he retires.

We have two new applications for membership of Healesville 
Rotary Club:  Del Brown and Michelle Shafran’s partner Craig (who 
is applying under the family membership program).  Allan David-
son has decided to retire from our club after 26 years of member-
ship and active involvement in the Nepal project with his wife Ruth.  The club wishes both of 
them the best for the future.

On Tuesday, Terry Hill, Don Fitzgerald and myself attended a function at Government House to 
welcome Rotary International President Ian Riseley, who is currently visiting Melbourne.   In her 
speech, the Governor of Victoria Hon Linda Dessau gave her support to Rotary, and I had a very 
nice chat with her in which we discussed  this, and her support in honouring the black diggers 
(which I started with Aunty Dot Peters in 2006 and which is celebrated every year at the Shrine 
of Remembrance on 31 May – hope to see you all there).

Yesterday, Merrie and myself went to Yarra Valley FM where we promoted Rotary and Dogs 
Day Out. 

I hope to see all our members on Sunday helping to make Dogs Day Out a very special event 
in Healesville.

Till next Thursday, keep well and be proud to be a Rotarian making a difference.
God bless,
Sam Halim



ROTARY HEALESVILLE’s Bulletin March 15th, 2018

Page 4

President Sam Halim welcomed everyone, 
especially our guests Del Brown and Tim Bas-
sett, also our exchange student Emma De La 
Morinerie and our guest speakers Zora Con, 
Jenna Brook and Guillaume Roux.

Sam also reminded us to book early with 
Michelle for the excursion to Werribee Zoo to 
avoid missing out. 

Secretary - Michelle Shafran: I got mem-
bership applications from Del Brown and my 
partner Craig Heskett.

Treasurer - Don Fitzgerald: Our bank 
balances are still in the black, but invoices are 
coming up. HDDO organisation is progressing.

Community - Ian Tinney: I attended a 
meeting of the Badger Creek Community, they 
are seeking Rotary Club assistance in projects 
which extend over 3 years. We need to watch 
the development of these activities.

International - Ray Jarvis: I spoke to our 
exchange student in Germany, Alex Gommers. 
Alex is settling in very well, his German lan-
guage skills have improved in a way, that he 
is thinking in German and translates it into 
English. I will send a report per email to the 
members.

We are establishing 4 host families for the 
incoming exchange student, we got already 1 
family.  

Vocational - John Robinson: HDDO 
preparations are well progressing. 

The Ron Goding Award Presentation is com-
ing up on the 5th April, please think of people 
whom you can nominate. My committee will 
make a decision on the 22nd March.

Wilma Best: Father Jason’s tour to 9 Ro-
tary Clubs in our District is still generating re-
actions, the Rotary Club of Mt Waverley is in-
terested getting their own fishponds, bee hives 
and chicken growing projects underway.

Last Week’s Meeting - March 8th

Cora Zon - The Art of Speech
The Art of Speech Community Festival is 

happening on the 13th, 14th and 15th April at the 
Memorial Hall in Healesville. Alex Richardson 
got a personal invite from Cora to tell his jokes, 
because she was very impressed.

Activities include an exhibition with artist’s 
talks. 26 community groups have been chosen 
by 26 artists who will display artwork which is 
relevant to that group. Each Group is invited 
to send a representative to talk about their in-
volvements. Cora invited us to be part of it and 
assist Guillaume Roux, the glass blower who 
created the exhibit featuring Rotary.

Other activities are story telling, several 
kinds of speeches including children’s speeches 
and games.

Cora is also hopeful that Rotary can motivate 
the students who participated into the Primary 
Schools Speech Contest to attend and present 
their speeches, Michelle Shafran is looking into 
that and found so far 1 young speaker.

Rotary’s support is wonderful and very much 
appreciated, thanks so much!

Jenna Brook - My Run for Bowel Cancer
 Jenna is underway running from the bottom 

of Tasmania to the tip of Cape York, she has 
completed 600 km of the 3000 + kms. 

It is called “Running for Bums” to raise 
awareness for Bowel Cancer Australia. Each 
month 80 people loose their lives through bow-
el cancer but if it is detected early enough, 90% 
of all cases can be treated successfully.

On my stops I talk to communities encour-
aging people to discuss symptoms with their 
doctors and to take part with the early detec-
tion screening scans offered. Especially in rural 
areas it is a subject which people are not com-
fortable to talk about and the risk is, that they 
don’t respond to early signs of bowel cancer. 
All age groups can be affected with this can-
cer, but there are people who are at risk at a 
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younger age if their parents were struck with 
this cancer.

Jenna’s reason to help educate people 
about the advantage to detect cancer early is 
a response to her own encounter with bowel 
cancer which was detected early enough so 
that she could be treated and recover fully.

Jenna distributed fact sheets about bowel 
cancer and the screening programs from Bow-
el Cancer Australia.

Jenna expressed her gratitude to being in-
vited to speak to us and she is aware of Rota-
ry’s involvement into the Bowel Cancer Screen-
ing Program and the motivation to people to 
participate.

President Sam Halim presented a cheque of 
$ 500 to Jenna towards the good cause of this 
run.

Guillaume Roux - Glass Blowing
The upcoming Art of Speech Communi-

ty Festival includes the art show with many 
artists showing club or group significant art 
creations. Guillaume is the glass blower who 
created the exhibit featuring Rotary.

To inform you about the art of glassblow-
ing, Guillaume started with the history: 

Glassblowing is a glass forming technique 
which was invented by a Syrian craftsman in 
the 1st century BC. The Roman Empire provid-
ed motivation and spread of glass production 
by this method and the everyday use of blown 
glass. The first glass workshops were set up on 
the eastern borders of the Empire, the glass-
blowing technique also reached Egypt. 

By the middle Ages, Venice had become a 
major center of glass making. The Venetian 
glassblowers from Murano became famous for 
fine glassware. The art was only taught from 
father to son to avoid competition, but some 
rich landowners managed to “buy“ some 
craftsmen by providing wealth and new oppor-
tunities in France.

From then on glassblowers started to travel 
around and - like other trades - find work at 

places all over the world. Guillaume learned 
and practised skills in England, Canada, New 
Zealand and now in Australia. He met Tim 
Bassett (our guest tonight) from the Heales-
ville Glassblowers who offered him work for 3 
weeks, they got on very well and after 3 month 
Tim offered him sponsorship to become per-
manent resident in Australia.

Guillaume explained how he got the task 
for the art exhibit having Rotary as the theme. 
Zora Con explained all about Rotary to him 
and encouraged him to express this in a piece 
of glassblowing art. The piece symbolises peo-
ple reaching out to those in need. It would be 
best if all of us inspect it at the exhibition. It 
will be up for sale afterwards.

Guillaume also invited us to visit his work-
place, the Healesville Glassblowers, open 
Thursday to Monday 10 am to 4 pm, bring your 
partners and your grand kids, it is the hottest 
show in Healesville.

Vote of Thanks - Ian Tinney:  All our 
speakers tonight were wonderful, please ac-
cept our thanks and a Rotary glass for each of 
you. 

Attendance:  16 members, 6 guests 
Fines:  $ 52.85
Raffle: $ 74.00 
Winners:  Ian Tinney
  Wilma Best
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YX  Ba l l
F I N A N C I A L

YX Bal l  Financial  Services
Complete financial solutions from our qualified team.

YX Ball Financial offers complete financial solutions based on your personal 
circumstances and provides pathways and opportunities to help you achieve 
your financial goals.
The 3 key principles of our business are:
 • Specific, personalised advice;
 • Ongoing support and recommendations;
 • Valued client-adviser relationships.

Want to find out more? Contact us.
At YX Ball Financial, we concentrate on developing personalised financial 
strategies which make the most of your financial resources. To find out how 
we can assist you, contact us today.

Advisers
Ion Whykes
Sam Ball
Michael Pappas

Paraplanning
Elliott Young

Client Relations Team
Chamila Maniyangamage
Aruni Arambewela

Operations
Laura Kerton

Phone: +613 9975 8000  Fax: +613 9975 8010

Level 17, 390 St Kilda Rd., Melbourne Victoria 3004
Postal: Domain LPO, PO Box 33349, Melbourne VIC 3004

Internet: http://yxball.com.au/


