
District 9810 Week 39 March 21st, 2019

The Rotary Club of Healesville Inc. 
meets Thursday nights 6pm at Sanctuary House Resort Motel, 

326 Badger Creek Road, Healesville 
Apologies to: Vinay Kumar 0413 970 179

Rotary Healesville, part of the Yarra Ranges-Cardinia cluster of Rotary Clubs in Dist. 9810. 
District Governor 2018-19, Russell Gurney & Assistant Governor, Barrie Vickers

Camp Somers Pleases Again

This group of students from Mt Lilydale College had much of mirth and praise to illustrate their stay at 
Lord and Lady Somers Camp this year, ably prompted by Rotarian Terry Hill . . . full story on Page 3



ROTARY HEALESVILLE’s Bulletin March 21st, 2019

Page 2

Website: rotaryhealesville.org
Attendance Officer, Vinay Kumar: krvinay_2000@yahoo.com

CLUB STRUCTURE 2018– 2019
President  ................................................................................................... David Lau
Vice President  ..........................................................................................  Ian Tinney
President Elect  ......................................................................................... Sam Halim  
Past President  .......................................................................................... Sam Halim
Secretary  ...........................................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
Treasurer  ............................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Director - Community Service  .......................................................  Laurence Webb
Director - Youth Service  .............................................................  Michael Hardinge
Director - International  ..........................................................................  Tony Jones
Director   Vocation  ......................................................................... Eckhard Wellner

Committee Chairpersons & other tasks
ARH Bike Ride  .......................................................................................... David Brown
Asset Register  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
BBQ Trailer Management  ........................................................  Robert Chippindall
Bulletin Edit team  ...................  Del Brown, Michelle Shafran, Merrie Steventon
Bulletin Print prep. advert & publications art  ................................  Don Fitzgerald
Club Photographers  ................................................... Don Fitzgerald, Rae Church
Club Protection Officer  ....................................................................... David Brown 
Community Directory  .........................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
D9810 ROMAC Committee  ..............................................................  Graeme Chester
D9810 RYE Committee  ................................................................ Stuart McDonald
D9810 RYE Outgoing Student  ............................................................ Alex Gommers
Dinner Chairman  ................................................................................... Ion Whykes
Facebook Manager  .......................................................................... Michelle Shafran
Foundation  ............................................................................................. Wilma Best
Dogs Day Out  .... Tony Jones, Rob Chippindall, Merrie Steventon, John Robinson
Marketing, Public Relations  ........................................................................... Ian Vine
Meeting Set Up  ........................................................................................ Sam Halim
Membership Committee  ............................................  Del Brown, Don Fitzgerald
On to Conference  .................................................................................... Sam Halim
Programme Management ....... Del Brown, Michelle Shafran & Stuart McDonald
Race Gates Management  ......................................................................  Tony Jones
Rotary Community Bus  .............................................. Rae Church, Don Fitzgerald
Rotary equipment maintenance & storage  ...........................  Robert Chippindall
Sgt at Arms .................................................................................................. Terry Hill
Town Decor & DDO Setup  .......................................................  Robert Chippindall
Website Management  ...............................................................  Michael Hardinge 
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From the President’s Desk . . .

Meetings Forward
Week 39 21 March
 Ken Mirams - Youth Protection Officer
Week 40 28 March 
 Jenny Branton Hv. Living & Learning Ctr
Week 41 4 April
 Ron Goding Award
Week 42 11 April
 
Birthdays  
March 26th Aparna Kumar
March 29th  Alex Richardson

\Events for your Diary
2019
April 6th Vic Pony Club BBQ at Gladysdale
April 13th HARC Race Gates
April 13-14th Vic Pony Club BBQ at Coldstream.
Nov. 23-24 Vic Pony Club BBQ at Gladysdale

Alex gave a very in-
teresting speech last 
Thursday and he will 

be the first to acknowledge 
that the exchange student 
programme has immensely 
influenced him on his glob-
al perspectives. 

The Board at its last meet-
ing approved the hosting of 
an incoming exchange stu-
dent.

The Dogs’ Day Out was a 
huge success and it was a fun 
day for the community espe-
cially the dog lovers. 

Many thanks to the Rotari-
ans who stepped up to make 
the event such a success.

Tonight our district youth 
protection officer, Ken Mi-
rams, will talk on what we 
Rotarians need to do in the 
area of protecting ourselves 
with regards to youth issues.
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Last Week’s Meeting - March 14th
President David Lau welcomed the 

many guests. A special welcome was extend-
ed to Barry Vickers (District Governor) and his 
wife Pam. Four students, Amelia, Kaitlin, Sam 
and Matthew who had attended the Somers 
Camp, along with their family members were 
warmly welcomed with the promise that 
during the meeting they would give a brief ac-
count of their experiences. Alex Gommers, our 
exchange student, was welcomed as our guest 
speaker.

Terry Hill reminded members of Sunday  
17th March that as many members as possi-
ble were needed from 8:00am to help set up 
in readiness for “Dogs’ Day Out” which was 
planned to start at 11:00am with 18 events 
that would finish at about 3:00pm. 

Chippy called for two teams of 5 to run 
the BBQ at Dogs’ Day Out”. The first team 
would serve in the am, the second team in the 
pm.

Wilma Best was pleased to report that a 
grant from the Uniting Church Synod had been 
approved for the Milking Cow and Goats Proj-
ect Kenya.

The SALT Project which keeps youth on the 
straight and narrow had their grant approved.

All was organised for the Bunnings Sausage 
Sizzle to be held on Friday 15th March.

A raffle was organised for ‘Dogs’ Day Out”.
Graeme Chester gave a brief history of 

the Somers Camp, which was started during 
the Vietnam War. The Somers Camp was spon-
sored and shared by the Officer Training Ser-
vice of the Australian Defence Force and Ro-
tary, aiming to create positive experiences in 
leadership and confidence in young people on 
the brink of adulthood.

The Officer Training Association shared 
sponsorship with Rotary on a 50-50 basis.

Eight students were sponsored, four from 
Healesville High School and four from Mount 
Lilydale College, with two boys and two girls 
from each school.

Terry introduced family members of four 
students from Mount Lilydale College, who at-
tended the meeting. The students gave a brief 
account of themselves and of their experiences 
at Somers Camp after their family member re-
counted their story of the student.

Matthew Phillips plays basket ball with 
an advantage of height at 6’ 5”. He was a ‘risk 
taker’ as a young child and easily made friends. 
For his gap year he would like to work with 
“Camp America”. His most memorable experi-
ence at Somers was being woken ‘in the mid-
dle of the night’ by the ‘Slushies’. He felt that 
Somers Camp experience had given him an ap-
preciation of a sense of belonging, regardless 
of background.

Amelia Cimo wanted to have a new ad-
venturous experience and spoke of her interest 
with regard to the Army Reserves. She reflect-
ed that the Somers experience had given her a 
sense of teamwork built on trust.

Sam Lees had been an active little boy 
and was ‘into music’. He had a lead role in the 
school production of ‘Wicked’. His experience 
at Somers had inspired rhythm to breathing 
during the marathon and awakened an associ-
ation of fitness and music. He made new friends 
played and ‘a bit of piano’. ‘Tom’ a young man 
with paraplegia left a vivid impression because 
he was able to run on his prosthetic legs, faster 
than some members of the group during the 
marathon. Sam became a leader of pranks and 
realised that barriers can be broken when 20 
people come together.

Kaitlin Spinks had been unaware that 
she had been sponsored and had a great, new 
overall experience. Her aim is to undertake Ag-
ricultural studies at Uni. Her family lives on a 
5-acre block and her interests are horses and 
growing tomatoes. At Somers she made friends 
easily and enjoyed the experiences.

The ‘Slushies’ were mentioned and they 
were the ‘rivals’ and good role models that 
inspired with experiences that could ‘make 
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or break’. They pushed, but at the same time 
supported and inspired the group which led to 
a great bonding experience. Graeme Chester 
added that ‘how to beat them’ was a valuable 
experience that melds the individual into a 
team, promoting the benefits of teamwork. It 
was also revealed that as a younger version of 
himself, Ian Tinney had the benefit of attending 
the Somers Camp.

Guest Speaker: Alex Gommers. re-
turning Rotary Exchange Student’

 Alex Gommers’ mother briefly expressed 
her gratitude for the provision of such a won-
derful experience Rotary had given to her son, 
Alex. 

Alex opened his presentation by speaking in 
German. (Those who want to know what was 
said, ask Eckhard!) He then reminisced that 14 
months ago he had left behind his family, home 
and language, which he had found somewhat 
daunting. We were then indulged with a very 
slick pictorial presentation that began with 
the first day in Paris. We shared the bus ride 
and admired the group’s dance routines. The 
nationalities of the group were graphically dis-
played with an array of flags.

The second day of the journey threw Alex 
into the deep end. He got lost in a forest in 
Germany after he got off the bus in readiness 
to meet his host family. He was finally picked 
up by the police, and driven to his new home, 
courtesy of the ‘”Polizei”.

His first day of school in Germany saw him 
taken by the receptionist to his classroom 
when he realised the difficulty of not speaking 
the language. One host family lived in Muhl-
hausen, an old city, which fortunately had not 
been bombed during WW2.

Alex very much valued his new experiences 
and made many friends, many of whom he will 
keep in touch. He had met about 240 people 
from around the world, and stated that it ‘was 
not where you are, but who’, and regarded liv-
ing with a family was not like being a tourist.  
Learning new social mores and customs was 
on a learning curve.

The benefits of this exchange opened his 
eyes to the world and created global connec-
tions from not only other countries, but other 
continents. He had learnt life skills and was 
comfortable presenting to a group. He thanked 
Rotary for his incredible journey that was sup-
ported by Ray Jarvis, Tony Jarvis and Stu Mc-
Donald, Rotary International and his parents 
for this ‘life inspiring’ journey and plans to one 
day meet up with his German friends at home. 
Being’ immersed in Germany’ really broke the 
language barrier after about 7 months.

Stu McDonald responded that Alex had done 
us proud, and related that opportunity often only 
knocks once and that Alex took up the challenge 
with both hands, and that the Rotary Youth Devel-
opment Program has great value. Terry Hill thanked 
all visitors who were present.

Raffle.  Meat Tray, won by Sue Phillips, 
 (mother of Matthew)
 Wine: won by Paul Spinks,
 (father of Kaitlyn)

Raffle raised $126.00
Attendance:  18 members
  34 visitors
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PROGRESSIVE ROSTERING TABLE
2019

Apr 6th PCAV Gladysdale Crew of 6 7:00 am till 5:00 pm
   2 Shifts Rob Chippindall
     Don Fitzgerald
     plus 4 other Rotarians over
     2 shifts

Apr 13th HARC Race Gates Crew of 8 9:00 am till 4:30pm
     Tony Jones
     another 4 Rotarians
     4 Rotaractors

Apr 13th PCAV Coldstream Crew of 6 7:00 am till 5:00 pm
    3 Shifts Rob Chippindall
     Don Fitzgerald 
     plus 4 other Rotarians over
     3 shifts

Apr 14th PCAV Coldstream Crew of 6 7:00 am till 5:00 pm
    3 Shifts Rob Chippindall
     Don Fitzgerald 
     plus 4 other Rotarians over
     3 shifts     

Nov 23 PCAV Gladysdale Crew of 6 7:00 am till 5:00 pm
    3 Shifts Rob Chippindall
     Don Fitzgerald
     plus 4 other Rotarians over
     3 shifts

Nov 24 PCAV Gladysdale Crew of 6 7:00 am till 5:00 pm
  3 Shifts Rob Chippindall
   Don Fitzgerald
   plus 4 other Rotarians over
     3 shifts
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YX  Ba l l
F I N A N C I A L

YX Bal l  Financial  Services
Complete financial solutions from our qualified team.

YX Ball Financial offers complete financial solutions based on your 
personal circumstances and provides pathways and opportunities to 
help you achieve your financial goals.
The 3 key principles of our business are:
 • Specific, personalised advice;
 • Ongoing support and recommendations;
 • Valued client-adviser relationships.

Want to find out more? Contact us.
At YX Ball Financial, we concentrate on developing personalised 
financial strategies which make the most of your financial resources. 
To find out how we can assist you, contact us today.

Advisers
Ion Whykes
Sam Ball
Michael Pappas

Paraplanning
Elliott Young

Client Relations Team
Chamila Maniyangamage
Aruni Arambewela

Operations
Laura Kerton

Phone: +613 9975 8000  Fax: +613 9975 8010

Level 17, 390 St Kilda Rd., Melbourne Victoria 3004
Postal: Domain LPO, PO Box 33349, Melbourne VIC 3004

Internet: http://yxball.com.au/


