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The Rotary Club of Healesville Inc. 
meets Thursday nights 6pm at Sanctuary House Resort Motel, 

326 Badger Creek Road, Healesville 
Apologies to: Don Fitzgerald 5962 6550

Rotary Healesville, part of the Yarra Ranges-Cardinia cluster of Rotary Clubs in Dist. 9810. 
District Governor 2017-18, Malcolm Chiverton & Assistant Governor, Barrie Vickers

Straight 
from the 
House’s 
Mouth
Our local MP, Tony Smith MHR, was 
our guest speaker last week, his first  
opportunity since his last visit three 
years ago.
His role since first entering parlia-
ment has been augmented with 
further responsibility as the current 
and 30th Speaker for the House of 
Representatives.
His address last Thursday further 
demonstrated his broad and compre-
hensive understanding of Australia’s 
uniquely styled and fair system of 
Government.

More on centre pages -
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Website: rotaryhealesville.org

CLUB STRUCTURE 2017 – 2018
President  .................................................................................................. Sam Halim
Vice President  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
President Elect  .......................................................................................... David Lau 
Past President  ...........................................................................  Robert Chippindall
Secretary  ........................................................................................ Michelle Shafran
Treasurer  ..............................................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
Director - Community Service  ................................................................  Ian Tinney
Director - Youth Service  ............................................................................. Terry Hill
Director - International  ................................................................ Stuart McDonald
Director   Vocation  ............................................................................ John Robinson

Committee Chairpersons & other tasks
Sgt at Arms ............................................................................................. Ion Whykes
Club Protection Officer  ....................................................................... David Brown 
Rotary Foundation  ................................................................................. Wilma Best
Membership  ............................................................................................... Ray Jarvis 
Marketing, Public Relations  ...............................................................  Don Mcdonald
Programme Manager  .................................................................... Stuart McDonald
Attendance Officer, & Community Directory  ...................................  Don Fitzgerald
Bulletin Editor  ................................................................................ Eckhard Wellner
Bulletin Print prep.  ............................................................................  Don Fitzgerald
On to Conference  .................................................................................... Sam Halim
Website Management  ..................................................................  Graeme Chester 
Facebook Manager  .......................................................................... Michelle Shafran
Asset Register  ................................................................................  Graeme Chester
Meeting Set Up  ........................................................................................ Sam Halim
Club Photographers  ....................................................... Don Fitzgerald, Rae Church
Healesville Dogs Day Out  .................................................................... John Robinson
Race Gates  ...............................................................................................  Tony Jones
Golf Tournament  ................................................................................. Peter Gebert

D9810 Ride to Conference  ........................................................  David Brown
D9810 RYE Committee  ...................................................  Stuart McDonald
D9810 ROMAC Committee  .................................................. Graeme Chester
D9810 RYE Incoming Student  ................................. Emma De La Morinerie
D9810 RYE Outgoing Student  ...............................................  Alex Gommers

Attendance Officer, Don Fitzgerald: donf8390@gmail.com
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From the President’s Desk . . .

Meetings Forward

Week 39 Meeting 37 22nd March 2018
Meet & Greet  Robert Chippindall 
Sgt at Arms  Ion Whykes
Programme  Farewell to Bruce Thomas 
Vote of Thanks  Rae Church
Week 40 Meeting 38 29th March 2018
Meet & Greet  Doug Symons
Sgt at Arms  Ion Whykes 
Programme  TBA
Vote of Thanks  Lawrence Webb

Meeting 39  Meeting 39 5th April 2018
Meet & Greet David Lau
Sgt at Arms Ion Whykes
Programme Ron Goding Award Presentation
Vote of Thanks Peter Henry
Coming up:
5th April  Ron Goding Award Presentation
Birthdays:
29th March Alex Richardson
Anniversaries:
 none this month

Hello everyone,
Another busy and happy week for our club members.  Things 

on the membership front are looking very healthy.  Four new 
members are about to be added to our club membership list 
once approved by the board.  Younger members inject energy 
into our club.  

The Dogs Day Out last Sunday was a resounding success.  I 
was most impressed with the number of club members who 
contributed to the day.  Feedback on the whole event has been 
excellent, and the quality of the food was great.  I believe that 
we should continue with this high quality food as it positively 
promotes our club.

Well done each and every one of you on a job well done.  
On Tuesday, Stu, Michelle and I met at Sanctuary House to fine 

tune the program for the next six weeks.  We also discussed the possibility of continuing the 
Nepal project which has been successfully run by our retired member Allan Davidson and his 
wife Ruth.  Michelle and Craig have shown an interest in taking over the project.  Allan, Ruth, 
Michelle, Craig, Stu and myself will be discussing this issue over dinner at Sanctuary House.

Tonight is a special night.   We are farewelling one of our club members who has retired 
from the club after approximately 30 years.  Terry Hill has been given the honour of running 
this special farewell for Bruce Thomas.  Best Wishes Bruce from all the members of the club, 
for an enjoyable and peaceful retirement.

Before I forget, I would like to make a special mention to Graeme and acknowledge his 
dedication towards his ROMAC patients.  He missed out on the visit to Government House last 
week as he had to accompany a ROMAC patient to the hospital for surgery.  Rotary really is 
making a difference – well done Graeme.

Finally, we have 27 club members with family who are going on our social outing to Wer-
ribee Zoo on Sunday.  This is a good turnout and I hope to repeat this type of event in the 
future.

Till next Thursday, take care of yourselves and continue making a difference.
God bless, Sam Halim.
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President Sam Halim welcomed everyone, 
especially our guest speaker the Honorable 
Tony Smith MP and our guests Jill Hudson and 
Del Brown. Sam also advised that bookings are 
still possible for the excursion to Werribee Zoo. 

Secretary - Michelle Shafran: Our Rotary 
family excursion to Werribee Zoo starts Sun-
day, 25th March 8 am at the carpark of the 
Sanctuary House Resort Motel.

Treasurer - Don Fitzgerald: Our bank 
balances are fine. The $ 500 cheque for Bowel 
Cancer Australia has been sent.

HDDO organisation is complete and the 
event is ready to go.

Community - Ian Tinney: The forum 
“Healesville Women for Women meets Sunday 
at the Memo Hall, as we all are at the HDDO, 
we will be advised of the outcome.

Vocational - John Robinson:  HDDO 
preparations are well progressing. We need 
the assistance of all members on Sunday, 18th 
March starting at 8 am for a successful Heales-
ville Dog’s Day Out. Wearing a highly visible 
vest and signing in is essential. 

The Ron Goding Award Presentation is com-
ing up on the 5th April, please think of people 
whom you can nominate and email the nomi-
nation form to me. My committee will make a 
decision on the 22nd March.

Youth - Terry Hill: The fact that Rotary’s 
name is attached to the Junior Girls Footy Club 
has proven success - many new girls joined 
since.

David Brown: Karen and I are back from 
the Bike Ride and we would like to thank you 
all for your sponsorship. We received over 
$ 8,000 and it all goes to the Rotary Health 
Foundation.

The Honorable Tony Smith MP - 
Speaker House of Representatives

Tony Smith (born 13 March 1967) is the 30th 
and current Speaker of the House of Represen-

Last Week’s Meeting - March 15th

tatives, assuming office on 10 August 2015. He 
has been a Liberal Party member of the House 
of Representatives since 2001, representing the 
Division of Casey, Victoria.

Tony emphasised that he is glad to speak 
to Rotary again after 3 years or so, still being 
our local Representative as a member of Par-
liament. 

There are 150 electorates in Australia with 1 
representative each, one of them also has to be 
the Speaker. Australia’s system of government 
- it’s institutions and practices - reflect British 
and North American traditions combined in a 
way that is uniquely Australian.

The British colonies came together to cre-
ate the constitution of Australia and the Fed-
eral Parliament. They were looking for neutral 
ground, so Canberra was chosen. The construc-
tion of the Parliament House was completed in 
1927. 

The way our government operates is not ex-
actly copying the British system, there is a lot 
of the United States of America’s system in it, 
we have 12 senators per state. The Australian 
founders were looking for the best possible 
democracy with the highest possible number 
of people eligible to vote. We were the world’s 
first country to give women the right to vote. 
From 1911 on it was mandatory for each eligi-
ble person to vote.

The participation of women had also a posi-
tive impact to the outcome of each referendum. 
Comparing to the United Kingdom, women 
were only after 1920 allowed to vote, in the 
United States it was not in all states until 1920 
and in France only after 1944. In some coun-
tries it is still not mandatory to vote.

To maximise the voting participation, a Sat-
urday was chosen, unlike to the USA where 
voting falls on a Tuesday.

Parliamentary day is 4 days a week, starts 
9:30 am and ends 8 pm.  Question time is at 2 
pm, ending at 3:20 pm and is the most intense 
part of the day where senators and ministers 
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are made accountable for their preferences 
and decisions. It would be undemocratic if they 
all agree on everything, bearing in mind that 
they have different backgrounds and opinions 
representing their voters.

Question time includes the attendance of 
the Prime Minister, in other countries the prime 
minister gets only questioned once a week. We 
have a debating arena where 150 elected rep-
resentatives get passionate about their goals, 
sometimes it gets loud, sometimes it gets rude, 
but we have a democracy and everybody can 
put their arguments in place. The Speaker of 
the House has the task to intervene and stop 
nasty attacks to improve the way they commu-
nicate and to provide a fair share of speaking 
time.

The television coverage and social media 
make things worse, because reacting to accu-
sations and aggression has been made easier 
but can create anger and stress. Responding 
only to fans and supporters does not help to 
achieve good and long lasting solutions.

Tony explained how he became the Speaker 
of the House - it was at very short notice when 
the former speaker resigned. Tony put his name 
on the list with 3 others and the Party came 
to a quick decision. Tony was very honored to 
be selected to candidate and 15 minutes later 
he had to stand for election. He won instantly, 
because his party had the majority and others 
withdrew. The next day he had to perform the 
Speaker’s duties at question time. 

Not only managing the focal time of the 
day, as Speaker of the Representatives your 
tasks include - together with the President 
of the Senate - welcoming delegations from 
overseas and acting as the face of parliament. 
Responsibilities include diplomatic programs, 
security and staff. This requires a lot of time to 
put in - finding out after committing to the job.

Getting re-elected for representing the elec-
torate of Casey was another success. You got 

to be tough, fair and be prepared to upset your 
own side at times. If both sides grumble a bit, 
Tony feels satisfied. It is an honor to do the job.

Vote of Thanks - Sam Halim:  Tony, on behalf 
of the Rotary Club of Healesville I like to thank 
you for this wonderful and informative talk. I 
admire your abilities to keep the House within 
fair and orderly limits. You truly are an achiever. 

Attendance:  23 members, 3 guests 
Fines:  $ 64.05
Raffle: $ 111.00  
Winners:  Don Macdonald
  Ron Sanders
  Terry Hill
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YX  Ba l l
F I N A N C I A L

YX Bal l  Financial  Services
Complete financial solutions from our qualified team.

YX Ball Financial offers complete financial solutions based on your personal 
circumstances and provides pathways and opportunities to help you achieve 
your financial goals.
The 3 key principles of our business are:
 • Specific, personalised advice;
 • Ongoing support and recommendations;
 • Valued client-adviser relationships.

Want to find out more? Contact us.
At YX Ball Financial, we concentrate on developing personalised financial 
strategies which make the most of your financial resources. To find out how 
we can assist you, contact us today.

Advisers
Ion Whykes
Sam Ball
Michael Pappas

Paraplanning
Elliott Young

Client Relations Team
Chamila Maniyangamage
Aruni Arambewela

Operations
Laura Kerton

Phone: +613 9975 8000  Fax: +613 9975 8010

Level 17, 390 St Kilda Rd., Melbourne Victoria 3004
Postal: Domain LPO, PO Box 33349, Melbourne VIC 3004

Internet: http://yxball.com.au/


